= Veterans of Foreign Wars
1 Post 2073
} Elk Grove, California

Post 2073 is participating in an annual essay scholarship PATRIOT’S PEN contest for 6%,
7" & 8™ grade students. The contest starts at the local (or Post) -level, with the winner advancing
through District-level [the Sacramento County area], then through the Department-level [the entire
State of California] and finally on to the National-level. The winners at each level will receive a
cash award. The winner from Post 2073 will receive a cash award of Two Hundred Dollars
($200.00) and the Second Place winner will receive a cash award of One Hundred Dollars
($100.00). At the District-level the winner will receive a cash award, amount not yet disclosed. At
the Department-level the winner will receive a cash award of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00). The
winner at the National-level will receive a Five Thousand Dollar (85,000.00) cash award.

The 6", 7" or 8" grade student participating in the contest will be required to write an essay,
of 300-400 words. The contestants are to write their essay themselves, without help from teachers,
parents, friends, or Artificial Intelligence. The subject selected by the National Office of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars is: WHAT A VETERAN TAUGHT ME ABOUT AMERICA. The

contestant will be judged on knowledge of the theme, how the theme is developed, and clarity of
the development of the essay.

There are other rules. All of the rules of the contest are set out on the Olfficial Entry Form.
The properly completed Official Entry Form together with the student’s essay, of which the student
is its sole author, must be delivered to Post 2073 no later than 31 October 2026. The essay and the
recorded delivery will be judged by a panel selected by Post 2073 from the Elk Grove community.
The winners will be announced by and on 15 November 2026. The winning students will be given
a cash award of Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) and One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) respectively

at a Post 2073 Dinner on 10 December 2026 where each winner will voice-deliver the winning
essays.

For further information, interested parties may inquire further and obtain an application form
by visiting Post 2073 on line at www.elkgrovevfiv.com.




2026-2027 Theme
“What A Veleran Taught Me About America”

Student Entry Deadline: October 31, 2026
Patriotic Written Essay Competition Grand Prize: $5,000 Award

What is the Patriot's Pen Program?

Conducted nationwide, this VFW-sponsored youth essay competition
gives students an opportunity to write eéssays expressing their views on
an annual patriotic theme, We invite you to join the more than 60,000
students who participated last year in this contest.

Why Should | Enter?
P;

rizes and scholarships can be awarded at the Post, District, State and
natjonal level. Department (State) winners receive a portion of $55,000

The Internal Revenye Service requires a recipient awarded more than
$599 be given Form 1099 identifying the proceeds as taxable income,
This may require the winner to provide their social security number.

to conduct their own competition, Submitting one winner for each 15
students to the VFW Post. Individual students may submit their entry
directly to the Post.

The contest consists of four levels. The first level (entry) is sponsored
by VFW Posts. Post winners advance, one for every 15 entries, to the
VFW District (regional) level where one first-place winner is advanced
to the VFW Department (state) level. The first-place winner at the

Who Can Enter?

Patriot’s Pen is open to 6th, 7th and 8th-grade students enrolled by the
Oct. 21 deadline in public, private or parochial schools in the U.S,, its
territories or its possessions; or dependents of U.S. military or civilian
personnel in overseas schools, Home-schooled students also are
ligible, Although U S, citizenship is not required, students must be
awful U.S. permanent residents or have applied for permanent
esidence (the application which has not been denied) and intend to
)ecomme a U.S, citizen at the earliest opbortunity allowed by Jaw.
Foreign exchange students are ineligible.)

low Do | Get Started?

Ask a teacher or youth group/club aduls leader to
Supervise the Patriot’s Pen writing contest.

Contact a participating VFW Post and indicate your interest
in Pparticipating,

Establish a contact person who is a member of that VEwW
Post or its VFW Auxiliary.

Make sure that your essay is submitted to the VEW Post
before the contest deadline of Oct. 31,

- Your local Post will give instructions on how to turn in your entry to them, It
may be delivered in person, emailed to the Post (with Permission) or
submitted through our online platform using Scholars App. To submit

through Scholars App you must first Teceive a OR code or link from your
local post.

Entries sent to VFW National Headquarters directly will not be considered.

How Am [ Judged?

* Knowledge of the theme is worth 30 points:
You must show a thorough knowledge of the theme in your
work. Demonstrate you have researched the issue extensively,

¢ Theme development is worth 35 points:
Answer all relevant facts about the tl?emej such as the who, what,
where, when and why. Relate the theme to your own experiences.

* Clarity of ideas is worth 35 points:
Write your essay in an easy-to-understand format. Leave your reader
with a clear understanding of your explanation of the theme,

What Is the Theme?

VFW’s Commander-in-Chief annually chooses the year’s theme. The 2026-2027
theme is: .

"What A Veteran Taught Me About America”
Deadline Information.

To qualify, all entries must be submitted to a sponsoring VFW Post by midnight
Oct. 31.

Note:
If you need help finding a participating VFW Post, follow these instructions:

First, visit viw.org/FindaPost to “Find a VFW Post.”

If you don’t have success in finding a Post, or if you have trouble contacting

them, you can contact Your VFW Department (state) headquarters office to see if
they can offer any information or assistance

You can visit viw.org/contactus to look for “Find a State Contact” to get your
VFW state office’s phone number and emai].

For assistance contact
the VFW National Headquarters at 81 6.968.2787
Email: youthscholarships@vfw.crg



Patriot’s Pen Cﬂm[ieﬁtim

Must Be Completed by All Contestants

Mame: First, M., Last

Address

Cily, State, Zip

4 )
Phone

+ Emall

Date of Birth (mm/dd/yy) Essay Word Count

Grade in School

School Name, City, State

Teacher’s name and Emall (if applicable)

To Be Completed by Student’s Parent/Guatdian
(Required even if student is 18 or over)

Parent/Guardian Name {Printed)

Parent/Guardian Slgnature

(i)
Parent/Guardian's Daytime Phone

Date

Parent/Guardian’s Emall

What Are the Rules?

* You must write your own essay.

'Allessaysshouldbetypedinﬁnglishwihnocolnrorgaphim.300-400mrdsinlength
(+ or -5 word mex). Every word is counted regardless of length. The essay title {theme) or
added footmotes do not contribute to the ward count.

° To ensure faimess and impartiality in judging, essays must be ananymous. Please do not
inclnde your name, address, school name, ar any other persanal identifiers in the body of
your essay. Additionally, avoid seferences to your race, sex, religion, national crigin, or
cthxspmiﬁcpmﬂchmmﬁisﬁesﬁﬂmﬂdmmlyowidmﬂy.@muﬂmfamcam
mﬁnmlﬂympatﬁoﬁcidmﬁty(smhasbﬁngmAmeﬂemmmfmmﬁngAmnimvﬂuw)
are permitted if they are relevant to the essay theme, However, personal identifiers tied to
your individual background or experience should be avoided,

. l)onotpntymrmmeontheessay.'l‘he entry form is your essays cover sheet. Secure the
Ofﬁcialsmdemyanwiﬂmslxpleorntherﬂstmuonmpofyummy.com
are allowed to emronlyonaeeachyearifothuvdseeligible(onePostmmpeﬁﬁm).

%[heessaymustbeeonﬁstanfsoﬁginalwozkandapmdﬂctofﬂmWown
thinkinglmppmpﬁm:meof&mﬁ?fmoﬂmﬂmkiamtdhwe&hmmbhth
hﬁoﬂs?mﬂxmshmﬂdbcpoﬁﬁwmddmﬂymhmismw
Quotations may be used sparingly if plainly identified wheeever used. A contestant’s
teacher, counselor or parent may checkﬂmmayﬁ;rplmcmaﬁm.mmmarandlorspe!ling,
but the content nmst remain the contestant’s. Contestants will be judged on the basis of their
essay alone and are not required to preseat the essay orally. All essays become the property
ofmevm’sofFordgnWmTheVWmﬁnsm-uchﬁwﬁghmmmemofww

essayandlﬂmsssinﬁ:epmmoﬁonmdexecuﬁmofthemgminﬁm’smmmd
activities,

L Atanyﬁmcdntingthccnmtstaddiﬁnmlparﬁ(ipmpmal
information (i.c. SSN, photo, etc.) could be requested by the VFW.

I Have Read and Understand the Contest Rules

Signature of Student Participant Date

1 certify that this student has an authorized entry in our VFW Post level
Patriot's Pen Competition.
Steven Matulich
RestSommmpder/Chairperson Signature
n/a
VFW Audliary President/Chairperson Signature (If applicable)
8230 Civic Center Drive
Post Address
Elk Grove, CA 95757
City, State, Zlp
c/o jagannaway@yahoo.com
VFW Post Email

No. of participants

2073
Post#

No. of winners

Amt. of Post/Aux. scholarships awards § $200-$100

Amt. of Post/Aux. additional expenses (Banquet, Pins, eto) §

T Be Compliated by the VW District
1 certify that the student named in the previous section is the duly selected
winner of the Patriot's Pen Contest District Competition and is our sole entry

into the Department.

District Chairperson Signature Dist. #
Address

)

Phone Email

To Be Completad by the VW Department

1 certify that the student named in the previous section is the duly selected

first-place winner of the Patriot's Pen Department Competition and is our sole
entry into the National Judging.

Department Chairperson Signature

.
Daytime Phone Email

The winner ®has been @ will be (check one) notified that they are the
first-place Department winner on

Local VEW Post Information:

Contact:_Steven Matulich

Phone: (916) 412-6677 Best Time To Call:

Alternate Contact: Mike Retzlaff

Phone: (916) 225-8321 Best Time To Call:

A
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